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In further response to the office action issued May 17, 2002, please amend the ab6ie- 
identified application as follows: : '* 



In the Claims: 

Please cancel claim 16. 

Remarks: 

Claims 13-15 and 17-26 are now pending in this application. Applicants have canceled 
claim 16. Applicants respectfully request favorable reconsideration of this application. 

With respect to the present invention as characterized on page 6, paragraph 2 of the 
response filed July 17, 2002, the inventors have found that the corrosion resistance of an alloy is 
improved if the niobium content is above 0.65, rather than about as stated in the response. 



With respect to the rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) and Anada et al. reference, the 
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